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Hope is a word that comes up daily in our work at JArts. We live in 

a moment that feels filled with despair — and time and time again, 

we are seeing and feeling the need for the hope that art can give us. 

As social justice warrior and former American Jewish World Service 

Executive Director Ruth Messinger says, “Despair is not a strategy. 

We need hope — and this is what art provides.”

Through JArts programming, we make space for us all — audience, 

artists, community leaders — to find the necessary hope, inspiration, 

and connection to move forward in these challenging times.

Because of your unwavering support, JArts has been able to remain 

nimble in these times of uncertainty, cultivate new works of art 

that have inspired thousands of us, workshop new programs, and 

connect us all in innovative ways.  

This magazine is filled with hope — artists who have shared their 

hopes and dreams with us in the past year, our hopes for making 

change in the world through art, and our hopes  

for strengthening our communities through art.

We hope that reading this will inspire  

you to go online and find even more ways  

to connect with Jewish culture.

HOPE
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Be the Change, an art and activism initiative inspired by the  
Jewish tenet of justice, launched in The Fenway this fall.
(See page 16 for more information about Be the Change.)  
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JArts depends on generous support like yours.  
Thank you for making this possible!

JArts™ brings people together to explore and celebrate the 
diverse world of Jewish art, culture, and creative expression. 

www.JArtsBoston.org

22 
 

24 

25

26 
 

27

28

29

30

Brighter Revealed & 
Brighter Ignited:  
Mobile public art

Hanukkah at the MFA:  
Save the Date!

Thank You, Kerry Epstein

The Eve & Adam Project: 
An experimental  
audio-play

Our Partners

FY22 Financial Highlights

Our Donors

Leadership & Sponsors

6 
 
 

8 
 

11 
 

12 

16 

20

21 

Community Creative 
Fellowship:  
Supporting Boston- 
area creatives

Secrets of the Tarot:  
Using art and technology to 
share stories from our past

Artist Beit Midrash:  
Text-based Jewish learning  
for artists

Kolture:  
Curated digital Jewish content

Be the Change:  
Using art to make change

JLive: Bite-size conversations

Taste of Israel:  
Boston's Israeli Restaurant 
Week

TABLE OF 
CONTENTS



6    |    Jewish Arts Collaborative 2022

COMMUNITY 
 CREATIVE 
FELLOWSHIP 

Powered by:

The Community Creative 
Fellowship, powered 
by Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies and JArts, 
annually supports two 
Boston-area creatives looking 
to explore Jewish identity 
through arts and/or culture. 

In the last 12 months, musician Yoni 

Battat released his fellowship album 

“Fragments,” and Adriana Katzew held a 

show of her capstone handmade books. 

Our first two cohorts of Community 

Creative Fellows have inspired and 

delighted audiences across Greater Boston, 

despite the necessity for virtual, rather  

than in-person, workshops. We see hope for  

the world in the projects they've created —  

which you can read more about on the next page.
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To learn about this year's fellows, 

visit: www.jartsboston.org/ccf.

workshops partnering  
organizations

individuals  
engaged

15 20 400
SECOND COHORT
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YONI BATTAT, 1ST COHORT

"Artists are inherently leaders. Artists are deep 

thinkers, and they are reflecting back to society 

what society needs to hear. They’re helping all of 

us to make sense of our experience in the world. 

Before the fellowship, I had never opened up 

my writing process to the community. Through 

the Community Creative Fellowship, I received 

just the push I needed to let my guard down and 

invite in the ideas and voices of others to impact 

my creative work.

Having the support of an organization was 

reflected in the art."

ROTEM GOLDENBERG, 2ND COHORT

 "Everything can be a symbol to something. Art is 

the way to express ideas, feelings, values… it’s 

another way to communicate. I was really afraid 

that my 'things' would not work here because 

it’s a different culture and maybe they will not 

understand my artistic language. But it works. I 

can do my art everywhere, not only in Israel."

ADRIANA KATZEW, 1ST COHORT

Photography-based visual artist Adriana Katzew 

spent her fellowship researching the stories of 

her Mexican Jewish family, using the smells and 

images of beloved foods to further bring her 

family stories to life.

PALOMA VALENZUELA, 2ND COHORT

Art for filmmaker Paloma Valenzuela's new 

short The Seltzer Factory, created during the 

fellowship, explores Paloma's Romanian and 

Hungarian roots as a multicultural Ashkenazi 

and Afro-Dominican artist.  
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 A reflection from Laura Conrad  
Mandel, JArts Executive Director, on  

how "Secrets of the Tarot" came to be.
I had to read on when the words "Torah and the Tarot" landed  

in my inbox mid-pandemic.

Walter Paice from Jonathan Prince Studio/Berkshire House, the mystery  

man behind the email, wrote about a theory by scholar Stav Appel explaining 

that one of the original decks of tarot cards contained secret Judaic content  

and was most likely the creation of Crypto-Jews, Jews of faith who were forced  

to observe Judaism in secret due to religious persecution.

 SECRETS    
 OF THE     

 TAROT
    BUILDING TOWARDS THE FUTURE:  
USING ART AND TECHNOLOGY TO  

SHARE STORIES FROM OUR PAST

Reprint of the Moon 
Card from the 
Tarot de Marseilles 
(1600s), thought 
to tell the story of 
Passover

Jewish Arts Collaborative 2022    |    9
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who might want to join them 

on this journey in revealing the 

Jewish lore and legends hidden 

in the 22 picture cards of the 

Jean Noblet Tarot de Marseille, 

created in the 1600s. 

And where did this whole 

journey start?  

Jonathan Prince, a world-

renowned sculptor based in  

the Berkshires, came to know 

Torah scholar Stav Appel 

through a networking group. 

Jonathan was interested in 

thinking about mixed-reality art 

when Stav happened to share 

this incredible Crypto-Jewish 

tarot card theory. 

It’s in those conversations that 

“Secrets of the Tarot” was born, 

bringing ancient stories to life 

through modern technology.

Now JArts is proud to present 

“Secrets of the Tarot” with 

creators Jonathan Prince of 

Berkshire House, scholar Stav 

Appel and Walter Paice, now in 

his own company, Monsolo.

We hope that by using the 

mobile phone technology you 

already own, you will join us on 

I have long been fascinated 

by tarot, feeling something so 

deeply Jewish and universally 

spiritual in the cards’ meanings, 

art, and the ritual and tradition 

of reading them.  

And as if the tarot and story 

hadn’t already hooked me, 

the team at Jonathan Prince 

Studio/Berkshire House were 

looking to use augmented 

reality to tell this story! I knew 

this would appeal to my artistic 

collaborator and AR/VR coding 

husband, so in early 2021, Mike 

and I met the mysterious Walter 

over Zoom.  

Mike and I became engrossed 

as Walter showed us the demo 

of the “Secrets of the Tarot” 

augmented reality app. Holding 

his phone in front of the tarot 

card, locusts began jumping off 

the card and a red band began 

to run like a river of blood. We 

watched in awe as each section 

of the card walked us through 

what quickly became clear was 

the entire Passover Exodus story.

Walter explained that this was 

just the first card and that the 

studio was searching for people 

this journey to uncover 

the hidden stories in 

the cards left behind by 

Europe’s Crypto-Jews, 

Jews of faith who strove 

to maintain their traditions 

through means that would 

avoid detection by the “Holy 

Office of the Inquisition.”      

Stav’s research is understood 

through the “Torah in the Tarot” 

card set. And now, “Secrets of the 

Tarot” is the augmented reality 

project that will bring these 

stories, entirely unrecognized  

for 400 years, to life.

Currently, you can order a deck 

of the 'Torah in the Tarot' cards 

online. 

— Originally posted on  
JewishBoston.com,  
March 31, 2022.

The app will be available 
for download this fall.

SECRETS OF THE TAROT CONTINUED...



The Artist Beit Midrash launched in fall 2021 as a new 
Jewish learning salon, bringing together Boston-based 
Jewish artists of all artistic mediums to explore the 
creative process and build community. 

 ARTIST BEIT
MIDRASH 
    A JEWISH LEARNING GROUP PROVIDING HOPE AND 
INSPIRATION TO THE NEXT GENERATION OF ARTISTS

Powered by:

Made possible with 
support from:

The course filled me with 
a reverence for Jewish 
learning, connecting my 
identity to my creative core.  

— Deborah Leipziger (Poet, creator of 
the Jewish Poetry Festival)

Powered by Hebrew College and JArts, and led 

by Rabbi Shoshana Friedman, monthly class 

meetings include an exploration of Jewish texts, 

group discussion, and personal exercises to 

unlock creative energy, increase connection to 

Judaism, and deepen self-reflection. 

The first cohort of 30 artists spent time going 

back to the very beginning — drawing inspiration 

from Bereishit, the beginning of the Torah. 

The 2021-2022 launch of this program met and 

exceeded participant expectations.

Artist Beit Midrash Facilitator 
Rabbi Shoshana Friedman
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  EVOLVING DIGITALLY WITH THE FIRST-EVER CENTRALIZED 
SPACE FOR THE BEST OF JEWISH ARTS AND CULTURE 

We're living in a moment of incredible Jewish 
creativity that explores the diversity of what it means 
to be Jewish today.

HERE ARE FOUR 
SAMPLES OF KOLTURE 

CURATIONS WE  
HOPE WILL INSPIRE 

YOU TO SIGN UP.

Kolture is the destination for curated 

content — podcasts and films from 

around the world, art explorations with 

top museum curators, interviews with  

NY Times best-selling authors, etc. 

JEWISH 
COMMUNITY 
 RESPONSE 
IMPACT FUND  

FINALIST
2021
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Kolture launches 
this fall.  
Sign up now.
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VISUAL TORAH & RISK LITERACY: ORI SHERMAN'S 7TH DAY 
OF CREATION IN THE AGE OF GLOBAL PANDEMICS
Curated by Francesco Spagnolo 

Ori Sherman (Jerusalem, Palestine, 
1934 – San Francisco, California, 
1988)

vayekhulu hashamayim veha-aretz 
vekhol tzevaam… (Gen. 2:1-3)  
from The Creation (1986-1988)

Gouache on paper 

San Francisco, California, 1988 

Gift of Charles M. Little, The Magnes 
Collection of Jewish Art and Life, 
University of California, Berkeley, 
2006.4.1.17 

Ori Sherman (Jerusalem, 1934–San Francisco, 

1988), an artist and illustrator beloved in the  

San Francisco Bay Area, often focused on Jewish 

themes. 

Sherman was born in Jerusalem and grew 

up in Brooklyn, in a Jewish Reconstructionist 

community following the teachings of Rabbi 

Mordecai Kaplan (1881-1983). After graduating 

from the Rhode Island School of Design in 1955, 

he served in the US Army but was dishonorably 

discharged because he was gay — a discharge he 

later fought through legal means, leading to his 

reinstatement in 1984. In 1958 he moved to San 

Francisco, working as a rather original picture-

frame finisher: his frames, along with furniture 

and other objects, were painted with colorful 

decorative motifs, which created around him a 

following of devoted local patrons.

Jewish identity was central to Ori Sherman as a 

source of visual and moral inspiration. In a short 

autobiographical profile, he wrote: "My early 

upbringing created the climate which allowed 

me, later in life, to swim comfortably against 

the tide both in my artwork and in my personal 

life. I was taught to act on the advice of my own 

conscience. The [Rabbinic] dictum, 'Where there 

are no men, be a man yourself' [Mishnah, Avot, 

2:5], appeals to me greatly and I try to honor it." 

1
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At the end of his life, he completed a cycle of 18 

paintings illustrating the Creation along with the 

Hebrew text from Genesis. These highly original 

artworks will be displayed by The Magnes 

Collection in Berkeley for the very first time in 

the Fall of 2022.

I consider Sherman's "Creation" a paramount 

contemporary example of "visual Torah": the 

depiction of scripture through graphic art 

and objects of material culture. This practice, 

common in traditional Jewish visual culture, 

shapes a corpus of unusual and piercing 

commentaries on the Bible itself and its words, 

and often prompts a different understanding 

of passages that are intricate from literary and 

theological points of view. 

Sherman’s “Creation” closely follows the 

narrative of Genesis — and includes its Hebrew 

words as generative graphic elements — day in 

and day out, from the “tohu vavohu” (unformed 

void) that precedes light on the First Day, to 

the rest of the first Shabbat. While completing 

this highly imaginative project, Sherman was 

diagnosed with HIV/AIDS, at the peak of a 

pandemic that is still with us after four decades, 

and that offers important clues on how to relate 

to the current one (Coronavirus disease 2019). 

Sherman died in 1988, hours after completing 

the “Creation.” In the painting describing (and 

interpreting) the Seventh Day, as the creation is 

accomplished, he illustrated a cosmos complete 

with a rainbow of organisms. In it, it is not 

difficult to spot what may very well be a virus —

microphotography in the 1980s offered detailed 

views of whole cells under attack by the HIV 

virus, but visualizations of the virus itself (unlike 

that of SARS-CoV-2, identified in Wuhan, China, 

in 2019) were still somewhat speculative. 

1. VISUAL TORAH & RISK LITERACY CONTINUED...

(3 min) Victoria Hanna is an 

Israeli singer whose work 

incorporates the sacred Jewish 

texts and mysticism she 

learned growing up as a rabbi’s 

daughter in an Ultra-Orthodox 

Egyptian-Persian Jewish family. 

In this song and video, Hanna 

performs a mesmerizing rap 

with lyrics drawn directly from the mystical 

“Sefer Yetzira.” This early kabbalistic work 

describes the twenty-two letters of the Hebrew 

alphabet, which reflect profound spiritual truths 

as well as map onto parts of the human body.

2 RAPPING KABALAH — 22 
LETTERS BY VICTORIA HANNA 
Curated by Alicia Jo Rabins
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4

3
(16 min) As two communities 

that are both stereotyped as 

"model minorities," American 

Jews and Asian Americans 

should be uniquely positioned 

for mutual understanding 

and solidarity. However, as is 

common for Jews of Color, many Asian American 

Jews experience feeling excluded, tokenized, 

or fetishized in Jewish communities. In LUNAR 

Episode 4, Jewish Asian Americans share their 

experiences with racism, antisemitism, and the 

model minority myth, in hopes of inspiring a 

much-needed broader dialogue about inclusion 

in the Jewish community and beyond.

FROM DIVISION TO SOLIDARITY —  
ASIAN AMERICAN JEWS SPEAK OUT 
Curated by LUNAR: The Jewish-Asian  
Film Project

Yodea,” this 

performance 

from Batsheva 

— The Young 

Ensemble 

speaks to the frustration and 

fury at being disconnected from 

our bodies and the earth, and of 

our longing to come back into 

contact with oneness. 

DANCING GAGA 
Curated by Nina Pick

(7 min) Gaga, a movement 

language created by 

Ohad Naharin, is based on 

experiencing the body from 

the inside out. It portrays 

moving through inner and outer 

imprisonment — of trauma, 

capitalism, oppression — to 

arrive at a radical experience 

of freedom. Coupled with 

the Passover song “Echad Mi 

Scan to watch 
these videos  

and more.
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USING ART TO MAKE CHANGE: LEANING  
INTO SOCIAL ISSUES THROUGH OUR WORK

Be the Change, the latest public art installation by JArts, 
builds onto our past public art projects meant to increase  
and challenge the communal conscious, and encourages 
viewers to take the next step in creating change — action. 

Be the Change is an art and activism 

initiative inspired by the Jewish  

tenet of justice and drawing from 

the ritualistic Jewish tzedekah box. 

Launched in Boston this fall, and  

taking on life in Cincinnati, Los  

Angeles, and online, Be the Change  

will help viewers connect to issues  

of injustice and empower them to 

become agents of change.  

This movement is about making space 

to talk about injustice — and to give us 

all action steps to be agents of change in 

our local and global communities. 

The tzedakah box (based on 

the root word tzedek, 

Hebrew for justice) is a small 

box in which Jews traditionally 

collect loose change on 

Shabbat and other occasions  

to be donated to the needy. 

Beyond just giving money,  

the goal of Be the Change is 

to help us all become 

artivists — activists 

through the 

art.

Our Family 
Tree: Racial 
Justice

About the piece: Our Family 

Tree highlights the negative 

effects experienced by black 

and brown families when they 

interact with the criminal 

justice system.

About the artist: Jason Talbot is the co-Founder/

Director of Fine Art Entrepreneurship at Artists 

for Humanity. Throughout his life, Jason was 

targeted, harassed, assaulted, detained, and 

ultimately thoroughly traumatized.

Hope for the project: Jason hopes that this piece 

will create empathy for fellow man, and drive us 

all to consider racial profiling and the criminal 

justice system when we vote.

16    |    Jewish Arts Collaborative 2022
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Prisoner a-7713: Antisemitism=Racism=Hate Sliding 
Back in Time Or, Did We Actually Ever Move Forward?

About the piece: Prisoner 

a-7713 speaks to the rise of 

antisemitism and hate crimes.  

A heart made of fencing 

material, the piece harkens  

back to the artist's Israeli roots. 

About the artist: Caron Tabb 

was born in apartheid South 

Africa, raised on a farm in Israel 

from the age of eight, and has 

lived in the US for the last 

twenty years. These key biographical 

elements and her passion for social 

justice issues deeply impact her 

artistic practice.

Hope for the project: Caron  

hopes that this piece will help  

us understand how all forms of  

hate are interconnected and that  

we can make change by voting.

Vital Organs: 
Environmental Justice

About the piece: Vital Organs 

represents the need to protect 

trees as a crucial part of our 

environment. The piece was cre-

ated in association with the Act 

to Improve Outdoor and Indoor 

Air Quality for Communities 

Burdened by Transpor-

tation Pollution. 

About the artist: Carolyn 

Lewenberg is an artist and 

sculptor with expertise in social 

practice, environmental art, 

natural resource management, 

relationship building, youth 

development, curriculum 

development, and artistic 

collaboration. 

Hope for the project: Carolyn 

hopes this project will help 

us all understand how we can 

better live in balance with the 

natural world. 

Zoongide'e (meaning one 
who is brave in Ojibwe): 
Domestic Violence 

About the piece: Through 

the strength of metal and 

fragility of glass, Zoongide'e 

seeks to construct a beacon 

and a sanctuary as domestic 

violence is a topic which no one 

approaches lightly. 

About the artist: Nayana LaFond 

is a professional artist, curator, 

and artivist living and working 

in western Massachusetts with 

her daughter. Nayana’s  

work has always come from 

a place of trauma, healing 

and activism and can be 

seen in museums and private 

collections around the world.

Hope for the project: Nayana 

hopes that her piece will 

make physical safe space and 

enhance communal awareness 

of domestic violence, an issue 

that plagues an estimated 1 in 4 

women in the United States.
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It's Giving:  
Transgender Equity

1.  Show up and 
speak out.

2.  Educate yourself 
and others.

3.  Demand 
accountability 
of yourself and 
others.

About the piece: The ongoing violence against 

and marginalization of Black, Indigenous, LatinX, 

Arab, Asian American and Jewish transgender 

people in America is a call to action for all to 

demand immediate aide and legislation that 

protect the most disenfranchised and at risk 

in our communities. Reimagining the material 

nature of tzedakah boxes, viewers will have 

the opportunity to support trans mutual aid 

initiatives by way of a fashioned sculpture.

About the artist: Samuel Mendoza Fraiman is  

a fashion designer and department head at  

Boston Arts Academy.

Hopes for the project: Sam hopes his piece 

points users to spaces for trans and 

BIPOC teen education and support. 

WAYS TO BE 
THE CHANGE:

Healing Garden: Mental Health Awareness 

About the artist: Ngoc-

Tran Vu is a 1.5-generation 

Vietnamese-American 

multimedia artist whose 

socially engaged practice 

draws from her experience 

as an organizer, educator, and 

lightworker. Tran's work evokes 

discourse of familial ties, 

memories, and rituals amongst 

themes of social justice and 

intersectionality.

Hopes for the project:  

Tran hopes this piece will  

make a space for quiet 

reflection in the midst  

of the city.

About the piece: Healing 

Garden is inspired by a peace/

healing garden. Amidst all that's 

happening in our communities 

and world surrounding the 

pandemic and mental health 

struggle, the need for healing 

and renewal is more urgent 

than ever.
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IN-PERSON EVENTS
All events will occur at The Green, 401 Park, The Fenway

Schedule of Events

ONLINE EVENTS
All events will be available for view online after initial launch

Jewish Arts Collaborative 2022    |    19

Anishinaabe Theatre Exchange  
This performance by the Indigenous Anishinaabe Tribe will illuminate the issues 

of domestic violence addressed in artist Nayana LaFond’s Be the Change piece, 

Zoongide’e. 

Hate Crimes, Antisemitism, & Racial Bias 
An online discussion featuring 2 of the 6 Boston-based Be the Change artists, Caron 

Tabb and Jason Talbot, in conversation with leading experts Rabbi Menachem 

Creditor and Ruth Messinger.

Mental Health & Environmental Justice 
An online discussion featuring 2 of the 6 Boston-based Be the Change artists, Tran Vu 

and Carolyn Lewenberg, in conversation with leading experts Rabbi Jennie Rosenn and 

Dr. Deborah Korn, Rabbi Rachel Saphire, and Ruth Messinger.

Trans Equality for BIPOC Youth & Domestic Violence  
An online discussion featuring 2 of the 6 Boston-based Be the Change artists, Samuel 

Mendoza and Nayana LaFond, in conversation with leading experts Rabbi Claudia Kreiman, 

Idit Klein, and Elizabeth Schön Vainer.

Sunday, 
September 4 

2:00 pm EST

Friday, 
September 9  
12:00 pm EST

Friday, 
September 16  
12:00 pm EST

Friday, 
September 23  
12:00 pm EST

Sunday, 
September 11  
2:00 pm EST

Sunday, 
October 2 
2:00 pm EST

Sunday, 
October 16 
2:00 pm EST

ME2 / String Orchestra  
Music Director Ronald Braunstein will lead this 15-piece string ensemble in an 

uplifting program, providing space for audience members to reflect on artist Tran 

Vu’s work while also contemplating what it means to live with mental illness.

A Besere Velt 
Performance by the Boston Workers’ Circle 30-person Social Justice Choir, 

amplifying the themes of Be the Change.

Boston Music Project Hip Hop Orchestra 
Debut of an original musical composition by the Boston Music Project inspired by 

Jason Talbot’s piece, Our Family Tree.
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One of our favorites!

Rosa Leff was especially inspiring this 

season. Her papercut works, cut from 

singles sheets of paper, paper plates, 

paper towels, and other mundane 

materials, are impeccably cut by hand 

and layered with meaning. 

episodes of JLive people have viewed  
the JLive videos

26 3,200
IN THE PAST YEAR

Jlive

Watch Rosa’s JLive to hear how 

she came to Judaism, how her 

family has impacted her work, and 

how she is seeking to make change 

in the world through her art.

BITE-SIZE VIRTUAL CONVERSATIONS

Want more?
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TASTE OF 
 ISRAEL
BOSTON'S ISRAELI RESTAURANT 
WEEK: CONSTANTLY EVOLVING 
OUR PALATE

Hawaj 
Framingham-based Moroccan 

restaurant Kous Kous 

created Chicken Madfoon, a 

traditional Arabic dish that's 

popular in Israel inspired by 

the influence of the Moroccan 

and other Arab communities. 

Yogurt Stone 
Cambridge-based Jewish deli 

Mamaleh's created a batata 

harra (spicy potato) sourdough 

bun with shaved yogurt stone, 

inspired by the popular dish of 

Lebanon and Syria.

Olive Oil
9 Boston-area J.P. Licks 

locations served Ptora Olive Oil 

Ice Cream, using oil grown on 

land that was used for pressing 

olive oil for thousands of years.

Berbere 
Salem-based Adea's Mediterrean 

Kitchen created an Ethiopian lentil 

stew with berbere, inspired by the 

owner's Ethiopian-Israeli roots. 

Since 2019, JArts has brought a literal taste 

of Israel to the Boston audience through this 

restaurant week. In 2022, JArts partnered with 

IsraeliBox to provide curated ingredients to local 

chefs — directly from Israel. Through tasting, 

testing, and understanding the roots of these 

ingredients, chefs created unique specials.

restaurant locations 
participated

diners

distinct menu 
specials

44

2,500

65

2022
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The Festival of Lights is about to get a  

little bit brighter.

 “Brighter Revealed,” a large-scale lantern adorned 

with 321 stained-glass-style artworks, will 

travel through Greater Boston during Hanukkah. 

The project, commissioned by the Jewish Arts 

Collaborative, was created by local artists Tova 

Speter and Emily Bhargava — with plenty of help.

Each of the mosaic-like artworks was designed by 

people of all ages across the Boston area. Speter 

and Bhargava led workshops at eight Jewish 

day schools and eight other local organizations 

— some of them non-denominational, like the 

Entre Familia residential treatment program 

— giving people the option of eight different 

stencils to create their panels, which are actually 

pieces of transparent scratch art. Each stencil 

reflected different inner strengths: A light bulb 

for knowledge; a heart for family; a moon 

for quiet.

REVEALED

A HANUKKAH MOBILE PUBLIC ART INSTALLATION

In 2017, JArts began the Brighter Hanukkah art series as part of the MFA-
JArts Hanukkah Celebration. In the pandemic, we took this installation out 
of the museum and into communities across Greater Boston. 

Brighter Revealed was our 2021 Hanukkah installation. Here's a snapshot 
of what The Boston Globe said about Brighter Revealed ahead of the 
December 2021 installation: 

 “The miracle of the oil lasting for eight nights 

when it shouldn’t have — somebody lit it,” said 

Speter, a Needham-based artist. “Miracles begin 

with individual action. So where do you get that 

inner strength to be motivated to be your best 

self, or to stand up for what you believe in?”

Despite the Jewish roots of the piece, Bhargava, 

who is based in Somerville, said the art is meant 

to be enjoyed by people of all faiths.

 “I’m hoping very much that when people step 

inside the lantern, they’ll see themselves in it no 

matter what their background is,” said Bhargava.

 “The idea was really to uncover what’s hidden,” 

Speter said, referencing the name of the artwork. 

“We’ve all been isolated for so long, and so this 

is an opportunity to reveal a little 

bit of ourselves.”

communities  
engaged

16
people involved in 

the creation

350
people across Greater Boston 

enjoyed the installation

2,000BRIGHTER 
REVEALED 

2021

 BRIGHTER
 BRIGHTER
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REVEALED

 IGNITED

 “We really want everybody to feel 

comfortable and connected and 

engaged with Jewish culture,” said 

Laura Mandel, executive director of 

JArts. “While it’s great to have things 

inside the walls of institutions, there’s 

something really powerful about the ability 

to connect externally.”

In the spirit of “sharing the miracle of light,” as 

Speter put it, “Brighter Revealed” aims to embody 

this with a creation and exhibition designed to be 

communal. And this shared experience is precisely 

what the artists wanted.

 “The lantern is meant to be a beacon and a light that  

brings people together,” Bhargava said.

 “I love the idea of the light traveling through the city,” 

Bhargava said. “There’s something beautiful about the 

metaphor.”

—  Topher Cox, The Boston Globe,  
originally printed in December 2021

"Brighter Revealed," a large-scale 
lantern decorated with stained-glass-
style designs, will travel throughout 
Greater Boston during Hanukkah.

 BRIGHTER
 BRIGHTER
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JOIN US FOR BRIGHTER IGNITED, 
A LARGER THAN LIFE INTERACTIVE 
LIGHT DISPLAY TOURING GREATER 
BOSTON DECEMBER 17-30, 2022.
If you are interested in having your community  

participate in Brighter Ignited, contact Jaime Brody,  

JArts Collaborations Director, jaimeb@jartsboston.org. 
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We will be back at the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 
in person for Hanukkah on December 15, 2022.

SAVE  
THE DATE!
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Want the most up 
to date information 
about this evening?

In partnership with:
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 WITH 
GRATITUDE 
  FOR OUR IMMEDIATE PAST BOARD CHAIR, KERRY EPSTEIN 

Matthew Teitelbaum, Ann and Graham Gund Director, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, 
Laura Mandel, Executive Director, JArts, and Kerry Epstein, Board Chair, JArts at the 
2019 MFA-JArts Hanukkah Celebration

Kerry Epstein, the second board chair of the Jewish Arts 
Collaborative, had a much bigger job ahead of her than 
she might have realized when she took on the role. 

Already filling the huge shoes 

of Founding Board Chair 

Howard Cohen, Kerry came 

into JArts with no idea that her 

tenure would take us through a 

pandemic.  

It was Kerry’s sense of joyful 

Judaism – of finding connection, 

learning, and fun through the 

world of Jewish arts and culture 

— that not only brought JArts 

through the pandemic, but 

also brought joy and hope to 

thousands in a dark time.

Leading with this sense of joy, 

Kerry had the foresight and 

trust to take JArts into a digital 

world. Her unrivaled ability to 

grow partnerships has been 

core to JArts, and as we move 

into the future, we are proud to 

carry this all with us.  

Joyful Judaism continues to be 

a hallmark of JArts, and we are 

forever indebted to Kerry for 

bringing us to where we are today.
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In this moment of High Holidays, we hope the Eve & Adam 
Project, an hour-long experimental, three-part audio-play,  
will give you another way to think about the story of creation. 

The project began with voices exploring their own conceptions of the story:

It deconstructs one of the most powerful myths 

of all times: the story of the first woman and 

man. The project focuses on the gender roles, 

hierarchy, and power dynamics inherent in the 

story of creation. With a feminist approach, 

artists Julia Vogl (creator of the JArts 2018 

Pathways to Freedom art installation) and 

Gabriella Willenz shine 

a light on this myth 

to illustrate other 

narratives and models 

that empower positive 

gender dynamics.

We hope this 65-minute audio experience will make you second 
guess your assumptions about this story, and make space for new 
conversations about creation and gender imbalance.

that relationship develop. He's a human being.  

He has his identity, and she's there because of 

him. But the story is also simply about a man and 

a woman who were beautifully matched, this is 

the ideal couple. They were husband and wife 

they were sister and brother. Was that it...did I get 

that right?

— The Eve & Adam Project "Greek Chorus," including voices 
of author Anita Diamant, HBI Director Lisa Fishbayne Joffe, 
interfaith therapist Marion Usher, Beit Toratah founder Yael 
Kanarek, scholar Tamar Biala and others

I would describe the story of Adam and Eve as 

the story of creation. God creating life. It's an 

origin story, the beginning of humans, the start. 

According to the story, Adam and Eve, were 

the first humans ever, first man and woman. 

According to the story God made man first and 

then he obviously needed a companion so 

God created Eve from the rib of Adam. The first 

relationship of the man is with God. And then 

there is the helpmate made out of the rib to help 

 THE 
EVE& 
ADAM 
PROJECT

Listen to the full 
project (65 Minutes) 



PARTNER-FIRST PROGRAMMING IS A 
GUIDING FORCE OF JARTS

 OUR 

PARTNERS

18Doors 

2Life 

A Perfect Taste   

Ahavat Achim  

Alliance for  
Jewish Theatre 

Am HaYam  
Cape Cod Havurah

American Jewish World 
Service (AJWS)

Anti-Defamation 
League (ADL) 

Artists for Humanity 

Asylum Arts 

Beacon Gallery 

Beth Israel  
Lahey Health   

Boston Cyber  
Arts Gallery  

Boston Dance Theater 

Boston Jewish Film  

Bowdoin Street  
Health Center  

Cambridge  
Community Television

City of Boston Office  
of Arts & Culture 

City of Chelsea 
Department of 
Housing & Community 
Development 

Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies (CJP)

Congregation  
Agudath Achim 

Congregation  
B’nai Shalom 

Congregation  
B’nai Torah 

Congregation  
Beth El of the  
Sudbury River Valley 

Congregation  
Beth Elohim 

Congregation  
Beth Israel of the 
Merrimack Valley 

Congregation  
Mishkan Tefila 

Congregation Or Atid 

Consulate General of 
Israel to New England  

Contemporary  
Jewish Museum

Conviser  
Property Group

Divas Mentoring Divas    

Epstein Hillel School 

First Congregational 
Church of Chelsea  

Floating Tower 
Productions  

The Forward 

Freedom House 

Gann Academy 

Gateways 

GBH 

Hadassah Brandeis 
Institute (HBI)

Harvard Hillel 

Havurat Shalom 

Hebrew College 

Hebrew SeniorLife  

Ish Cincinnati

Islamic Center  
of Boston, Wayland  

Israel Campus 
Roundtable  

Israeli-American 
Council (IAC)  

JCC Greater Boston

JCC North Shore  

Jewish Book Council  

Jewish Community  
Day School (JCDS) 

Jewish Community 
Relations Council 
(JCRC) 

Jewish Family Services 
of MetroWest 

JewishBoston.com 

Jews of Color of  
Greater Boston  

Jewtina y Co.  

Kavod 

Kerem Shalom 

Keshet 

La Colaborativa

LAM Partners 

Maimonides School  

MassCreative  

Mayyim Hayyim 

MetroWest Jewish  
Day School 

Moishe House 

Mosaics by Mia 

Museum of Fine Arts, 
Boston 

MyJewishLearning / 
The Hub 

National Theatre 
Yiddish Folksbine  

New England  
Hebrew Academy  

People’s A.M.E. Church   

PJ Library  

The Rashi School 

The Rose  
Kennedy Greenway

Samuels & Associates 

Schechter Boston  

Schusterman Center  
for Israel Studies 
Brandeis University 

Sha’arei Shalom  
of Ashland 

Shirat Hayam 

Skirball Cultural Center  

St. Luke’s – San Lucas 
Episcopal Church 

Synagogue Council  
of Massachusetts 

Temple Aliyah

Temple Beth Am 

Temple Beth Avodah 

Temple Beth Elohim 

Temple Beth Shalom 

Temple Beth Sholom 

Temple Beth Torah 

Temple Beth Zion 

Temple Chayai Shalom 

Temple Emanuel 

Temple Emanuel of the 
Merrimack Valley 

Temple Emanuel Sinai 

Temple Emmanuel  

Temple Emunah 

Temple Hillel-B’nai 
Torah 

Temple Isaiah  

Temple Israel of Boston 

Temple Israel of Natick 

Temple Ner Tamid 

Temple Ohabei Shalom 

Temple Or Atid 

Temple Reyim

Temple Shalom of 
Newton 

Temple Shir Tikva 

Temple Shir Tikvah 

Temple Sinai  

Temple Sinai of Sharon 

Temple Tiferet Shalom  

Torah Academy

Tzedek Box 

The Vilna Shul 

Walnut Street 
Synagogue  

WBUR 

WERS 

Woburn Public Library  

Workers’ Circle

The Wyner Family 
Jewish Heritage Center

What does that mean? JArts curates and produces programs in partnership with 

community organizations across Greater Boston and beyond to highlight and share the 

diversity of Jewish culture. Our expanding list of partners include:
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FINANCIAL
 HIGHLIGHTS
   (JULY 1, 2021-JUNE 30, 2022) 
    *per unaudited financial statements

Total FY22 Revenue: 
$1,495,533 

(per unaudited  
financial statements) 

Total FY22 Expenses 
by Department: 

$1,491,044

Despite the uncertainty of the pandemic, your 
generosity and participation have given JArts hope for 
the future. Here's a snapshot of the FY22 JArts budget.

Operations:  
$185,150

Marketing:  
$255,323

Payroll & 
Consultants: 
$719,408

Program:  
$319,339 

Fundraising: 
$11,824

Foundations & Grants: 
$558,000 

Individual Support: 
$508,593 

In-Kind Gifts:  
$135,662

Program 
Sponsorships: 
$271,050 

Ticket Sales: $22,228 
(implementing a  
"pay what you can"  
ticketing model)
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THANK 
YOU  
To our donors and partners, thank you 
for making this work possible. 
It is because of your visionary support that JArts is uniquely 

positioned to lead the charge in using the arts to tell important 

contemporary Jewish stories, and to be a resource to partner 

organizations looking for curated content to help share the 

Jewish experience. Thank you for believing in our community 

and the power of arts and culture to connect people.

Jewish Arts Collaborative 2022    |    29

JARTS 
IS A MEMBER OF

JArts is supported in part by a grant from the Boston 
Cultural Council administered by the Mayor’s 

Office of Arts and Culture.

Scan to see our list  
of incredible donors
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JArts Board of Directors 

 » Chris Wyett, Chair 

 » Caron Tabb, Vice Chair

 » Lara Freishtat, Clerk

 » Kevin Steinberg, Treasurer

 » Jessica Alpert Silber 

 » Howard Cohen, Past Chair

 » Ronald M. Druker, Past Chair

 » Kerry Epstein,  
Immediate Past Chair

 » Jeff Freedman

 » Harriet Goldin 

JArts Founders 

Special thanks to those who were critical in the founding of the New Center for Arts and Culture,  

the Boston Jewish Music Festival and now the Jewish Arts Collaborative.

 » Joey Baron, Founding Artistic Director 

 » Robert L. Beal, z”l

 » Julie & Ronald M. Druker

 » The Klarman Family Foundation

 » The Krupp Family Foundation

 » Myra Musicant & Howard Cohen 

 » Molly Goodman 

 » Rosalind Gorin 

 » Alison Hammer 

 » Morris Housen 

 » Alison Judd 

 » Bonnie Margulies 

 » Sam Mendoza Fraiman

 » Daniel Navisky

 » David Orlinoff

 » Lorre Polinger

 » Suzanne G. Priebatsch

 » Sari Anne Rapkin

 » Alan Rottenberg

 » Carey Schwartz

 » Barry Shrage

 » Paula Sidman, Past Chair

 » Gerald Slavet, Past Chair

 » Barry Weisman

Emeritus 

 » Michael Miller, Past Chair 

 » Hankus Netsky

 » Michael B. Rukin Charitable Foundation

 » Sidman Family Foundation

 » Susan & Gerald Slavet

 » Millicent C. Starr Charitable Trust

 » Wolk Family & Cross Country Group

Chocolate Babka, Bakey

OUR  
LEADERSHIP

Thank you to all who help JArts pave the way for 
reimagining Jewish life through arts and culture.
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JArts Artistic Advisors

 » Jeff Gabel

 » Jesse Garlick

 » Elisha Gechter

 » Sam Gechter

 » Catharyn Gildesgame

 » Lenny Goldstein

 » Rachel Hammerman

 » Stuart Hecht

 » Sidney Hutter

 » Stephanie Kessler

 » Diane Knopf

 » Sari Korman

 » Dena Kowaloff

 » Cecilia Kremer

 » Liana Krupp

 » Tom Lerental

 » Dan Levenson

 » Lilia Levitina

 » Michael Leviton

 » Wendy Liebow

 » Joshua Luckens

 » Josh Mann

 » Audrey Markoff

 » Jen Mergel

 » Joshua Meyer

 » Annette Miller

 » Karen Miller

 » Shoshana Narva

 » Elizabeth Navisky

 » Tandee Newman

 » Dori Robinson

 » Ellen Rovner

 » Shirah Rubin

 » Sarah Rubenstein

 » Shelley Sackett

 » Beth Schenker

 » Nina Schneider

 » Avi Shemtov

 » Barbra Sher

 » Rebecca Smith

 » Tova Speter

 » Julie Starr

 » Allyson Steinmetz

 » Margalit Tepper

 » Barbara Wallace 
Grossman

 » Dani Weinstein

 » Jen Adelson

 » Yael Alkalay

 » Julie Altman

 » Linda Apple

 » Michelle Barmazel 
Steinberg

 » Ariel Basson Freiberg

 » Lizzie Bell

 » Joan Blair

 » Jeremy Brick

 » Noah Clickstein

 » Jessica Coughlin

 » Carol Daynard

 » Richard Daynard

 » Simona Di Nepi

 » Rabbi Dani Eskow

JArts Artistic Advisors include our Ambassadors, Art Think Tank, Food Think Tank and TheatreWorks. 

These individuals act as thought leaders in the development of JArts program concepts and help 

build JArts community connections.

*listing as of June 30, 2022.
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“ ART IS THE  
HIGHEST FORM OF HOPE.”  
—German painter Gerhard Richter, 1982

   Scan now for hope.


