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   Share what makes you feel free.

#JArtsLiberty

Poem Without An End by Yehuda Amichai

Inside the brand-new museum 
there’s an old synagogue. 

Inside the synagogue 
is me. 

Inside me 
my heart. 

Inside my heart 
a museum.  

Inside the museum 
a synagogue,  

inside it 
me, 

inside me 
my heart, 

inside my heart 
a museum 



How does this poem relate to Freedom?  
What makes you feel free? How do you express Freedom? 

Share your thoughts on social media at #JArtsLiberty

FREEDOM AND THIS POEM 

Freedom can mean many things to many 
people. For some, freedom is strictly  
political. Others see it as a financial, 
physical, or interpersonal concern.  

The poets on the #JArtsLiberty jury,  
however, embraced freedom in an artistic  
and spiritual context. 

It was an unexpected but very 
thought-provoking selection. 

After all, what do museums, synagogues 
and hearts have to do with freedom? 

YEHUDA AMICHAI, THE POET 

Yehuda Amichai, (1924-2000) is  
recognized as one of Israel’s finest poets. 
His poems—written in Hebrew—have 
been translated into forty languages 
including English, French, German,  
Swedish, Spanish, and Catalan. Translator 
Robert Alter has said: “Yehuda Amichai is 
the most widely translated Hebrew poet 
since King David.” 

Amichai’s work was shaped by his  
experiences as a young man fleeing from 
Nazi Germany to Palestine in the 1930s, 
as a soldier who fought in the British 
Army in World War II and in the Israeli 
forces in Arab-Israeli Wars of 1948, 1956 
and 1973, and as a lover, husband, and 
father. His contemporary story-telling 
style made his poetry accessible to all. 

By the mid-1960s Amichai was regarded 
in many circles in Israel as the country’s 
leading poet. In 1982, Amichai received 
the prestigious Israel Prize for Poetry for 
effecting “a revolutionary change in  
poetry’s language.” Among his many  
other honors and awards, he was  
nominated for the Nobel Prize. 

Share your thoughts on social media 

 #JArtsLiberty

Poem Without An End by Yehuda Amichai

Inside the brand-new museum 
there’s an old synagogue. 

Inside the synagogue 
is me. 

Inside me 
my heart. 

Inside my heart 
a museum.  

Inside the museum 
a synagogue,  

inside it 
me, 

inside me 
my heart, 

inside my heart 
a museum 

#JArtsLiberty #MyFreedom #MyMuseum #Passover  
#NationalPoetryMonth  

Welcome to the #JArtsLiberty Project, a public art venture inspired by  
National Poetry Month and Passover, the Jewish celebration of the  

Exodus from slavery to freedom. We hope that the poem selected by  
a jury of acclaimed poets, Poem Without An End, will inspire you to reflect on what  
freedom and liberty mean to you. Please feel free to use and adapt this project and  

share your thoughts and creative  expressions about freedom on social media using the  
hashtags above. 
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Translation by Chana Bloch.This program is supported in part by a grant from the Boston Cultural Council, a local agency which is  
funded by the Mass Cultural Council, and administered by the Mayor’s Office of Arts and Culture.

The purpose of this project is to inspire people to think about and share their thoughts on  
liberty. Discuss or debate – online or face to face – with friends or strangers.

Dig in to what freedom really means to you.

CELEBRATING FREEDOM 

This project is inspired by National Poetry 
Month and the Jewish holiday of Passover,  
a ritual celebration of freedom. Each year,  
Jewish people have a special meal (Seder)  
and retell the story of how the Hebrew 
people were set free from slavery in Egypt.  

The number 4 plays an important role in  
the Passover meal. We toast freedom 4 
times during dinner. The youngest person 
at the meal asks 4 questions about why 
this night is different from all other nights. 
And the answers are given in 4 different 
ways to respond to 4 different types  
of people.  

Here are the questions each might ask 
about the poem. Which question would  
you want to ask? 

The Wise One

Do history and traditions shape my ideas 
about freedom? 

The Rebellious One 

Can people ever be free? or Why should I 
care about freedom? 

The Simple One 

What type of places can I go to feel free? 

The One Who Does Not Know How To Ask 

Could I draw a picture about  
freedom instead? 

 
 

01

02

Can you be free in a museum or  
a synagogue/church/mosque? 

Is there a difference between 
personal freedom and political 
freedom? 

Is there a color that makes you 
feel free? Why? 

What makes you feel free in  
your heart?

Write a 7 line poem, the  
first letter of the lines would  
vertically spell F-R-E-E-D-O-M. 
Try not to use the word ‘freedom’ 
in your poem.

Does your family history,  
religion, or traditions help you 
feel free? Why? 

Challenge yourself with a  
character count. Can you write  
a Twitter freedom poem with 
under 280 characters? How about 
a haiku?

Share a story about a time  
when you felt the most – or the 
least – free. 

Does art make you feel free? 

HERE ARE SOME SUGGESTIONS  

If you see the  
#JArtsLiberty poster,  
take a photo of it or a  
selfie with it. Share it  
on Instagram, Facebook,  
Twitter using  
#JArtsLiberty. Add your 
thoughts and opinions to 
the social media discussion.  

THESE ADDITIONAL PROMPTS CAN HELP INSPIRE YOUR CREATIVITY.  

Use ‘the meaning of freedom’ to inspire your creativity. Write about it.  
Paint about it. Take photographs inspired by it. Then share with your friends  
on social media using #JArtsLiberty. Email your freedom-inspired art to  
poetry@JArtsBoston.com for a chance to be featured on the JArts website  
and social media. 

Be part of a social  
media conversation 
about  liberty and  
freedom at  
JArtsBoston.org/liberty

#JArtsLiberty  

#myfreedom  

#mymuseum  

#Passover  

#NationalPoetryMonth
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